
Winter 2009

Focus on 
Alumnae



Upcoming Events

Visit the AIS Shop Online   
www.agnesirwin.org and click on “Store”

Spring Market 
April 16, 17, and 18
Laura Thomas Buck ’49 
Pavilion
(Details on page 47.) 

Making Their Mark 
Luncheon
Friday, May 1, 11:00 a.m.
Merion Golf Club
Featuring Tory Robinson Burch ’84
and Kara Gaffney Ross ’84
Watch for your invitation in the mail.

Agnes Irwin Cup  
Golf  Tournament
Monday, May 4,
11:00 a.m.
Gulph Mills Golf Club
Email cjooste@agnesirwin.org  
for details.

All items have the Agnes Irwin 
logo or graphic.

Under Armour workout shorts, 
technical conditioning t-shirt, 
cold weather sweatshirt, 
athletic bag

Banner 47 vintage-inspired 
items: backdrop t-shirt,  
full-zip track jacket, quarter-zip 
pullover, baseball cap

Vineyard Vines belts  
and totebags

Hard Tail yoga pants (no logo)

AIS or AIS/Haverford  
license plates

Golf Gear for Dad 

School uniforms may be 
ordered online and shipped to 
your home year-round. 

Campus Update

2009 National Merit Scholarship Honorees: 18 
National Merit Finalists: Frances Chen ’09, Lena Harper ’09, 
Katherine Hauler ’09, Alexis Kravitz ’09, Priyanka Kumar ’09,  
Elizabeth Weissert ’09

Commended Students: Emily Archer ’09, Kristin Battaglini ’09,  
Courtenay Devlin ’09, Marisa D’Orsogna ’09, Caroline Gundersen ’09,  
Laura Henry ’09, Carolina Manning ’09, Katherine O’Dea ’09, Janita 
Patwardhan ’09, Louise Rohrer ’09, Sophie Rudolph ’09, Nicole Uber ’09

2008-2009 Advanced Placement Scholars: 63 
National AP Scholars: Emily Boggs ’08, Dartmouth College;  
Eileen Cella ’08, University of Pennsylvania; Madeline Kelly ’08,  
Yale University scored 4 or higher on 8 AP exams.

AP Scholars with Distinction: Sarah Adams ’08, University of 
Michigan; Caroline Closkey ’08, Cornell University; Kristen Dahl ’08, 
California Institute of Technology; Sarah DeCamp ’08, Middlebury College; 
Stephanie Glass ’08, Cornell University; Elizabeth Hastings ’08,  
Brown University; Mary Kathryn James ’08, Georgetown University;  
Amanda Kamarck ’08, University of Rochester; Alyna Khan ’08,  
Brown University; Lindy Li ’08, Princeton University; Laura Matthews ’08, 
College of William and Mary; Lauren Mayer ’08, Georgetown University; 
Kathryne Mezzanotte ’08, University of Pennsylvania; Frances Middleton 
’08, Dartmouth College; Ellen Morse ’08, University of Pennsylvania;  
Emily Nagel ’08, Columbia University; Katharine Panarese ’08, University  
of Pennsylvania; Rebecca Porter ’08, University of Wisconsin;  
Katherine Rieger ’08, Williams College; Katie Rubin ’08, University of 
Pennsylvania; Kathryn Sall ’08, Harvard University; Kathryn Schoff ’08, 
University of Chicago; and Alyssa Wolfington ’08, Georgetown University

AP Scholars with Honor: Emily Christian ’08, Boston University;  
Laura Fleszar ’08, University of Pennsylvania; Amanda Hough ’08, Boston 
University; Alexis Kelly ’08, Gettysburg College; Madeline Nichols ’08, 
Vanderbilt University; Sarah Simkin ’08, University of Pittsburgh;  
Kristine Walters ’08, Colby College; and Madeline Winter ’08,  
Lehigh University; Elizabeth Weissert ’09; Anna Whiteman ’09

AP Scholars: Isabelle Burnetta ’08, University of Pennsylvania;  
Mary Cannon ’08, Georgetown University; Laura Dormans ’08, University  
of St. Andrews; Erin Hickox ’08, University of Southern California;  
Lauren Lombardo ’08, Franklin and Marshall College; Anum Malik ’08, 
Philadelphia University; Megan Pauley ’08, Franklin and Marshall College; 
Heather Roland ’08, Dartmouth College; Catherine Yoh ’08, Wake Forest 
University; Emily Archer ’09; Madelyn Armstrong ’09; Laetizia Bizzari ’09; 
Frances Chen ’09; Marisa D’Orsogna ’09; Caroline Gundersen ’09;  
Katherine Hauler ’09; Laura Henry ’09; Remi Hovsepian ’09;  
Alexis Kravitz ’09; Priyanka Kumar ’09; Grace McCarty ’09; Kathryn O’Dea 
’09; Janita Patwardhan ’09; Sophie Rudolph ’09; Meredith Shea ’09;  
Nicole Uber ’09; Samantha Yoh ’09
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The Agnes Irwin School does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religious creed, sexual orientation, 
national or ethnic origin in administration of its admission 
and educational practices, financial-aid program, athletic 
and other school-administered programs.

This issue focuses on alumnae celebrating 
their Reunion in May. The front cover pictures 
two alumnae from the 25th Reunion class: 
Kara Gaffney Ross ’84 and Tory Robinson 
Burch ’84; Helena Sheldon Quigley ’84, 
another 25th Reunion alumna, is profiled 
on page 35.

Front Cover photo by Linda Walters

�All photos are captioned left to right and front 
to back unless otherwise indicated.
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The glam and glitter of New York City’s fashion industry is a lot more 

glamorous and glittery, thanks to two Agnes Irwin School alumnae: 

Tory Robinson Burch ’84, and Kara Gaffney Ross ’84. The former 

classmates and still close friends have established and grown their 

own businesses, despite outside cut-throat competition and the 

challenging economy. Here’s a glimpse into the lives of two women 

who are “making their mark” in the world of fashion.

F o r  E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  A l u m n a e

success
fashion

is in
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From 
Willing  
to Winning 

I t takes a world of confidence for a young woman in her 
twenties to jump into a male-dominated industry the way 
Pepper Lindsley Anderson ’89 did. Her first job on the 

Equity Trading desk at Bear Stearns was “extremely humbling” for 
the Agnes Irwin and Tulane University graduate.

“I came out of 13 years in an independent girls’ school and 
then college feeling pretty spectacular and special,” she said. 
“Then I’m being called ‘honey’ on the job. In retrospect, though, 
it was probably the best thing to happen to me, because I got the 
thick skin I needed to get things done.”

Staying on that job for just a year, Pepper found herself 
interested in other jobs she wasn’t qualified for. Coincidentally, 
she met a woman at a wedding who had started a small boutique 
firm focused on bonds and was looking for young, smart people 
– regardless of their bond experience. Pepper was hired to work 
on the trading desk and portfolios.

“The nice thing about being in a small company is that I had 
a lot more responsibility than I would have at a large firm,” she 
said. “I raised my hand any time someone asked, ‘Who wants to 
try this?’” Unfortunately, a larger company bought the boutique – 
and the entrepreneurial approach disappeared.

Again, she knew someone who could help. One of her 
colleagues at the boutique who had moved to JP Morgan called 
her. Pepper also landed a job with JP Morgan’s fixed income 
business in private banking. Today, she is Managing Director, 
responsible for a team that develops new business with high net-
worth individuals.

“This position is a nice blend of entrepreneurial spirit and 
being in the relationship business,” Pepper said. “I love the 
marketing part of it, the people aspect, and building the business. 
I found out that I’m a problem solver. JP Morgan is also a very 
family-oriented place,” Pepper shared. She works from home one 
day a week and can take time to be there for her two children, 
Elizabeth and Tyler.

As for that confidence she’s had since her twenties? She credits 
her Agnes Irwin teachers and her godmother, Anne Lenox, who 
was Headmistress when she attended. “I’m not sure I would have 
been willing to try things that weren’t comfortable for me or were 
hard if they hadn’t encouraged me to stick with them,” Pepper 
admitted. “I thought AP math was hard – and here I am living a 
life of math!”

Class Notes

Her Primary 
Purpose

Y ou might think they exaggerate on TV shows like ER, but 
the 30-hour shifts that medical interns are required to 
take are all-too real for Kinna Thakarar ’99. “It’s really 

tough,” she said. “You have to find that balance between work and 
a normal life.” To strike that balance, Kinna has reconnected with 
Agnes Irwin friends and makes time for racquetball, golf, reading 
and travel.

Kinna graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a 
degree in Health and Societies, followed by medical school at 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. She is a first-year 
Internal Medicine resident at Cambridge Health Alliance/Harvard 
Medical School. While remaining engaged in public health and 
health policy issues, she is considering the fields of primary care 
or infectious disease, once her residency is over.

Working with the public in primary care has been a good 
experience for Kinna. “I like having the chance to establish 
relationships with patients over time,” she said. “I especially 
enjoy servicing a specific population. A lot of them are uninsured 
or immigrants, and my program is committed to providing 
community-based health care to a diverse, underserved patient 
population.”

Between her third and fourth years of medical school, Kinna 
took a year off to pursue a Master’s in Public Health at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Health. There, she studied Comparative 
Health Systems and Policies, which focuses on distant health 
systems, and also worked in the Infection Control Department.

While Kinna was born in Pennsylvania, her father was born in 
Tanzania, and her mother was born in Uganda. During college, 
Kinna studied abroad in Tanzania, strengthening her interest in 
international health. She returned to Tanzania while in medical 
school, living in a village for a month doing malaria and HIV 
prevention. “I wanted to understand the state of health care in 
low-income countries,” she said. “There are so many disparities. It 
really opened my eyes.”

Other volunteer work during college included taking part in the 
West Philadelphia Tutoring Project. Kinna served as team leader 
for reflection sessions that were attended by Philadelphia youth. 
During medical school, Kinna took an internship with Bridging 
the Gaps to help support kids affected by HIV and AIDS.

Kinna believes Agnes Irwin helped prepare her for the rigors of 
medical school. “Academically, it definitely helped me learn how 
to study,” she said. “The school also gave me the chance to explore 
different areas of interest. I have a good foundation, and I’m just 
really thankful for that.”
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On October 3rd, juniors and seniors participated in a Career 
Day with visiting alumnae, who came to share their experiences in pursuing 
professional careers. The day began with a panel discussion facilitated by 
Director of  Alumnae Relations, Megan Boyle Flinn ’87, followed by break-
out sessions for the seniors and alumnae. All five women emphasized the 
importance of  following their passion and instinct when choosing a career. 
Each has traveled a unique road to get to where she is today. 

Alumnae Make It a

Career Day
at Agnes Irwin

2008 Career Day speakers: Meghan Burnett ’99, Writer; Colby Fox 
Paul ’91, Sales Representative; Stephanie McConnell Moleski ’91, 
Physician; Lindsey Marshall ’89, Dentist; and Annie Batchelder 
Ulichney ’83, Entrepreneur.

Photos by Linda Walters
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Meghan Burnett ’99, a writ-
er and assistant to bestselling 
author, Jennifer Weiner (author 
of  In Her Shoes and other nov-
els), is working on her thesis 
project for a Master’s degree, 
with a concentration in cre-
ative writing, at the University 
of  Pennsylvania. From her first 
job as a restaurant hostess 
to her current role managing 
Weiner’s daily agenda, Meghan 
has always known she wanted 
to write. She attended Kenyon 
College, where she focused on 
literary theory and considered 

teaching. The longer she stayed in school, she says, “the more 
I realized I wanted a career in writing.” Meghan went on to 
graduate from the Columbia University Publishing Program. She 
advised students to follow their passion when choosing a career. 
“Knowing what makes you happy will help you make the right 
decision,” she said.
 

The career path wasn’t quite as straightforward for Colby Fox 
Paul ’91, who was pre-law at Tulane University, changed gears 
to pursue a sales career with Calvin Klein, shifted again to event 
planning with Arrangements 
Unlimited, and finally found 
her niche as a medical sales 
representative for Getinge 
USA. “I changed my mind 
many times from high school 
to college, and well into my 
20s and 30s” she admitted. 
“When you’re not happy in 
your career, you have to go 
for it and find the right fit.” 
Today, Colby happily serves 
a sales territory in eastern 
Pennsylvania, traveling 3-4 
days a week to meet with 
doctors and medical staff.  

Dr. Stephanie McConnell 
Moleski ’91 took a similar 
career detour. While she loved 
history and the sciences at 
Agnes Irwin, she chose to 
explore marketing at Duke 
University. Stephanie then 
spent four years in fashion 
advertising in New York City 
before realizing that her true 
passion was medicine. “My 
experience at Agnes Irwin 
gave me the confidence and 
leadership skills I needed to 
try something new,” she said. 

She went to Temple University to earn a post-baccalaureate 
degree, then to Jefferson Medical College. Stephanie is now the 
chief  medical resident for the Department of  Internal Medicine 
at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital. In 2009, she will begin 
a fellowship in gastroenterology.

For Dr. Lindsey Marshall 
’89, it was dentistry that caught 
her attention at an early age. 
“I knew from the third grade 
that I wanted to be some kind 
of  doctor,” she shared. Today, 
she owns her own dental prac-
tice, specializing in cosmetic 
dentistry. Lindsey considers 
herself  a “jack-of-all-trades” 
who works with patients, runs 
the business, and manages her 
staff. She was inspired to start 
her own practice after spend-
ing two years as an associate 
dentist in another practice. 

Key to Lindsey’s success has been the communication skills 
she gained while attending Agnes Irwin. “Hands-down, that was 
the most important thing I learned,” she said. “It has been criti-
cal when talking with clients, banks, and my staff.” Lindsey has 
been recognized for Outstanding Achievement in Academics 
and Research by The American Association of  Woman Dentists 
and voted Top Cosmetic Dentist by her peers. She received 
her undergraduate degree from Trinity College and graduate 
degree from the Harvard University School of  Dental Medicine. 
 

Entrepreneur Annie Batchelder Ulichney ’83, who has three 
daughters at Agnes Irwin, encouraged the student audience 
with this advice: “Think outside the box to get work experience. 
It will help you figure out what you want to do, and what you 
don’t want to do.” After attending Rollins College, where she 
interned for a CBS affiliate, she went on to work in advertising 
and marketing for Philadelphia Magazine, Ketchum Advertising 
and AC Publishers.  Profiting 
from mistakes learned while 
starting a service business 
in the 80s, she later founded 
Banglz, a specialized line of  
fashionable fitness products, 
such as bracelets that are also 
weights. Annie is responsible 
for inventing, researching and 
developing her product line, 
achievements she credits to 
her Agnes Irwin experience. “I 
had enough confidence to take 
a risk,” she said. “That starts 
right here in this school.” 

Meghan Burnett '99

Writer

Meghan Burnett ’99

Writer

Colby Fox Paul ’91

Sales Representative

Dr. Lindsey Marshall ’89

Dentist

Annie Batchelder Ulichney ’83

Entrepreneur

Dr. Stephanie McConnell Moleski ’91

Physician

Career Day
at Agnes Irwin
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:: �Ginny Sharp Williams ’88, Kristen Luke Brooks ’88, Jill Juda Marshall ’85, Anne Dillon Fisher ’90, Liz Cuckler 
Odiorne ’93, and Heather Englander Niedland ’89 attended a post-assembly coffee.

:: �Fourth graders sang at the Beaumont retirement community in December. 

:: �Returning for the holiday assembly were (front) 
Victoria King ’08, Erin Hickox ’08, Kat Schoff ’08; 
(back) Lindy Li ’08, Stephanie Glass ’08, Ellie 
Hastings ’08, and Katie Wymard ’08.

:: �Seniors show off their t-shirts saying, “From a 
partridge in a pear tree" to “twelve drummers 
drumming.”

:: �Awaiting the singing of “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” were Katy Rieger ’08, Lizzie Gretz ’07, 
Suzie Welsh ’07, Kate Panarese ’08, and Sarah 
Adams ’08.

:: �Lexy Pierce ’06, Whitney Roller ’06, Sarah Jenkins 
’06, Joanna Kovalski ’06, and Nicole Marchetto ’06 
attended a holiday reception hosted by Megan 
Boyle Flinn ’87 and the Alumnae Association.

ALUMNAE RETURN FOR HOLIDAY RECEPTION

fourth graders perform at beaumont 

Photos by Anna May Charrington

Photos by Lisa D’Orazio



25www.agnesirwin.org

Class Notes

Appearing at the Spring Market will be two vendors, Linda & Harriett 
(Liz Coulson Libré ’98) and Dakota Martin (Shannon Casey ’00 and 
Lizzy Sall ’00), both founded and run by young alumnae.

After earning a B.A. in Art from Bates College, Liz Coulson 
Libré ’98 worked as the assistant to the creative manager at 
Oglivy & Mather, a New York advertising agency. She soon realized 
that having full control over the creative process meant working 
for herself. Slowly through an excellent word-of-mouth network, 
requests for personalized invitations began trickling in. In 2007, 
Linda & Harriett was established. Today, her husband John, who left 
a job in advertising, oversees all marketing and sales.

Since launching her first collection of letterpress note cards, Liz 
has expanded her line to include oversized flats, greeting cards, 
an annual calendar, die-cut tags, notepads and much more. She 
also offers custom letterpress and design services for stationery, 
weddings and events.

With a variety of inspirations ranging from vintage china to tree 
canopies over streets, Liz created a line of luxurious paper goods 
that are simple, unpretentious and fresh that can be viewed at  
www.lindaandharriett.com. Injecting a good sense of color and fun 

into her designs, she provides personalized attention and love for 
every product she produces. 

Lizzy Sall ’00 graduated from Bates College with a B.A. in Studio 
Art and English, while Shannon Casey ’00 earned a B.A. in 
Marketing and Art History from the University of Denver. Friends 
since preschool, Shannon and Lizzy then set out to fill a glaring 
void in their closets and the local boutiques — what is a preppy 
girl to wear in a contemporary market? In spite of limited formal 
industry training, except for Lizzy’s internships with Kenneth Cole 
and Deborah Johnson, they set out to create a new line of clothing. 

They did not want to give up their bright colors or popped collars, 
but they craved something more creative and personal. It was this 
mission that led them to create Dakota Martin. Today you will 
find them knee-deep in brightly colored silks and design sketches, 
working full-time on their budding contemporary collection. Dakota 
Martin is sold online at DakotaMartin.com, as well as in boutiques 
nationwide, including Intermix and Mint Julep. Retail prices range 
from $150-$300.

Some material has been taken from the websites, www.lindaandharriett.com 
and www.dakotamartin.com.

Spring Market 2009
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, April 16th
Open to The Agnes Irwin Community

Preview Party, Shopping and Auction
6 to 9 p.m.

The Laura Thomas Buck ’49 Pavilion
Entertainment provided by The Tonics

Saturday, April 18th
All Events Open to the Public

Shopping
10 a.m. to 3 p.m

The Laura Thomas Buck ’49 Pavilion

Container Gardening -  
Herb, Succulent & Decorative 

Demonstration by  
Valley Forge Flowers

11:00 a.m.
Music Room

Summer Grilling  
Demonstration by  

Viking Culinary Arts Center
Noon to 2 p.m.

Alumnae Entrepeneurs

Friday, April 17th
All Events Open to the Public

Shopping
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Laura Thomas Buck ’49 Pavilion

Luncheon and Lecture on Antique Prints
  by Hollie Powers Holt

Collector of antique prints and maps;  
co-author of The Art of the Garden

11:30 a.m.
Music Room: Limited Seating

“Ladies’ Night Out”
Shopping and Cocktail Event

6 to 9 p.m.
 The Laura Thomas Buck ’49 Pavilion

Hosted by and informal modeling  
provided by Gramercy Boutique

Complimentary Spa Services provided by 
OMG and Polished: Music Room

There is a $10 fee to shop and separate fees for the preview party, luncheon, and Ladies’ Night Out.
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Friday,  
May 1, 2009
11:00 a.m. ��
Making their Mark 
Luncheon
Merion Golf  Club

5:30 p.m.
Annual Alumnae 
Awards Ceremony and 
All-Reunion Classes 
Cocktail Party 
West-Wike Theatre

Individual Class 
Parties

Sunday,  
May 3, 2009
Laurel Society Brunch

Saturday,  
May 2, 2009
11:00 a.m.
Decades Luncheon 
for the 1920’s, 30’s, 
40’s, 50’s, and 60’s 
honoring the Golden 
Reunion Class of  1959
Merion Cricket Club

3-5 p.m.
Family Party  
on campus 

Individual Class 
Parties

Visit www.agnesirwin.org for updates and to register.

Reunion Weekend May 1-3, 2009




