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Learning Plan FAQs 

1. What is a Learning Plan? 

A Learning Plan (LP) is a summary of the findings from a full psycho-educational evaluation 

report.  The LP is developed by the Learning Specialist for a student eligible for 

accommodations.  It is a summary of a student’s strengths and areas of weakness.  The LP also 

includes reasonable accommodations to support the student’s learning.  

2. What are accommodations?  

Accommodations provide students with disabilities equal opportunity.  Accommodations are 

alterations in the way tasks and assessments are presented that allow students with learning 

disabilities to complete the same assignments as other student.  Accommodations do not alter the 

content of assignments, give students an unfair advantage or, in the case of assessments, change 

what a test measures.  They do make it possible for students with learning disabilities to show 

what they know without being impeded by their disability.  The LP contains appropriate 

accommodations that the Agnes Irwin School has agreed to provide for an eligible student.  Not 

all accommodations recommended by the psycho-educational evaluation are included in the LP. 

See Learning Plan and Accommodation Guidelines handout for further information.  

3. What are the documentation requirements? 

In order for a student to receive accommodations, the family must provide Student Support 

Services documentation prepared by a psychologist.  The documentation must include pertinent 

test results along with an interpretive narrative of those results which address the educational 

implications of the disability.  The testing should include but not be limited to an individual 

intelligence test (WISC or WAIS) and an achievement test, reading and math measures, and a 

Bender-Gestalt or neurological screening.  To be eligible for the accommodations listed below, 

the documentation provided must be current (3-5 years).  The family will be asked to update the 

testing every three to five years in order for the student to continue to receive the 

accommodations. 

 

4. What is the process for implementing a Learning Plan?     

Once the Learning Plan has been developed from the psycho-educational testing, the Learning 

Specialist, parent(s), and student will meet to discuss the plan.  After the plan has been signed the 

Learning Plan will be presented to the teachers.   
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5. What is the student’s role? 

The goal of the Learning Plan is to empower the student to be actively in charge of her learning, 

to utilize her accommodations, and to be a self-advocate. 

6. How do I talk to my daughter about her Learning Plan? 

Psycho-educational evaluation is an opportunity to understand how a person learns.  When 

discussing the evaluation or the Learning Plan it is important for the discussion to be presented in 

a positive light.  As your daughter progresses through her course work at AIS it is important to 

keep the psycho-educational evaluation and the Learning Plan a part of all academic discussions.    

7. How do the accommodations relate to The College Board (PSAT/SAT) and ACTs? 

During the student’s freshman year the Learning Specialist will work with the student and family 

to initiate the College Board (PSAT/SAT) application process.  In order to start the application 

process a student must have used her LP accommodations at school for at least four months 

prior.  If a Learning Plan is put in place after freshman year the application process will begin 4 

months after the Plan is put in place.   

Applying for the ACTs is a separate process which can not be initiated until the student decides 

on a testing date, usually in the junior year.  

8. What is the time frame for this process?  

 Psycho-educational testing generally takes no less than 4 weeks from the initial 

appointment until the feedback meeting and the presentation of the written report.  

 The application for College Board (PSAT/SAT) should take place at least 8 weeks before 

the testing date.  

 A student must have used the requested accommodation in classes for at least four 

months prior to application for College Board (PSAT/SAT) and ACT standardized 

testing accommodations. 

 Psycho-educational testing must be kept current.  The Agnes Irwin School and the 

College Board (PSAT/SAT) require testing to be no more than 5 years old.  The ACT 

requires testing be no more than three years old.  

 


